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resolve to be weakened by the passage of
time. We will meet the test that history has
given us and continue to fight to rid the world
of terrorism and promote liberty around the
globe.

By a joint resolution approved December
18, 2001 (Public Law 107-89), the Congress
has designated September 11 of each year
as “Patriot Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 11, 2008, as
Patriot Day. I call upon the Governors of the
United States and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, as well as appropriate officials
of all units of government, to direct that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. I
also call upon the people of the United States
to observe Patriot Day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and remembrance serv-
ices, to display the flag at half-staff from their
homes on that day, and to observe a moment
of silence beginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern day-
light time to honor the innocent Americans
and people from around the world who lost
their lives as a result of the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., September 9, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 10. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Proliferation Detection and
Interdiction Activities

September 8, 2008

Dear :

Consistent with section 10(b)(1) of the De-
partment of State Authorities Act of 2006
(Public Law 109-472), I am pleased to trans-
mit the enclosed report on proliferation de-
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tection and interdiction activities. This re-

port, prepared by the Department of State,

includes information on efforts to provide

proliferation detection and interdiction as-

sistance to friendly foreign countries.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; and Howard L. Berman, chairman, and
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, ranking member, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Message to the Congress on the
Proposed Russia-United States
Agreement on Cooperation in the
Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy

September 8, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

On May 13, 2008, 1 transmitted a message
to the Congress transmitting the text of a pro-
posed Agreement for Cooperation Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Russian
Federation for Cooperation in the Field of
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (the “pro-
posed Agreement”), pursuant to sections 123
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d))
(the “Act”).

In view of recent actions by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation incompatible
with peaceful relations with its sovereign and
democratic neighbor Georgia, I have deter-
mined that the determination regarding the
proposed Agreement in Presidential Deter-
mination 2008-19 is no longer effective. Ac-
cordingly, a statutory prerequisite for the
proposed Agreement to become effective, as
required by section 123 b. of the Act, is no
longer satisfied. If circumstances should per-
mit future reconsideration of the proposed
Agreement, a new determination will be
made and the proposed Agreement will be
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submitted for congressional review pursuant
to section 123 of the Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 8, 2008.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Hague Convention on the
International Recovery of Child
Support and Other Forms of Family
Maintenance

September 8, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith the Hague Convention
on the International Recovery of Child Sup-
port and Other Forms of Family Mainte-
nance, adopted at The Hague on November
23, 2007, and signed by the United States
on that same date, with a view to receiving
the advice and consent of the Senate to ratifi-
cation, subject to the reservations and dec-
laration set forth in the report of the Sec-
retary of State. The report of the Secretary
of State, which includes an overview of the
Convention, is enclosed for the information
of the Senate.

The United States supported the develop-
ment of the Convention as a means of pro-
moting the establishment and enforcement
of child support obligations in cases where
the custodial parent and child are in one
country and the non-custodial parent is in
another. The Convention provides for a com-
prehensive system of cooperation between
the child support authorities of contracting
states, establishes procedures for the rec-
ognition and enforcement of foreign child
support decisions, and requires effective
measures for the enforcement of mainte-
nance decisions. It is estimated that there are
over 15 million child support cases in the
United States and that an increasing number
of these cases will involve parties who live
in different nations. United States courts al-
ready enforce foreign child support orders,
while many countries do not do so in the
absence of a treaty obligation. Ratification of
the Convention will thus mean that more
U.S. children will receive the financial sup-
port they need from both their parents.
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The Department of State and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, which
leads the Federal child support program,
support the early ratification of this Conven-
tion. The American Bar Association and the
National Child Support Enforcement Asso-
ciation have also expressed support for the
Convention. Although some new imple-
menting legislation will be required, the pro-
posed Convention is largely consistent with
current U.S. Federal and State law. Cases
under the Convention will be handled
through our existing comprehensive child
support system, which involves both Federal
and State law. The Departments of State and
Health and Human Services have been work-
ing on preparation of the necessary amend-
ments to Federal law to ensure compliance
with the Convention, and that legislation will
soon be ready for submission to the Congress
for its consideration. The National Con-
ference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws has worked closely with the Depart-
ments of State and Health and Human Serv-
ices to develop the necessary amendments
to uniform State child support legislation.

The Convention requires only two con-
tracting states for entry into force. No state
has yet ratified the Convention. Early U.S.
ratification would therefore likely hasten the
Convention’s entry into force. This would be
in the interests of U.S. families, as it would
enable them to receive child support owed
by debtors abroad more quickly and reliably.
I therefore recommend that the Senate give
prompt and favorable consideration to the
Convention and give its advice and consent
to ratification, subject to the reservations and
declaration described in the accompanying
report of the Secretary of State, at the earliest
possible date.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 8, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 9.



